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SUBJ: TRADE ACT - CARICOM CONSULTATIONS 
REF: GEORGETOWN 0259 

1. CARICOM COUNCIL OF MINISTERS' MEETING HERE FEBRUARY 24 
BRIEFLY DISCUSSED U.S. TRADE ACT AND DECIDED THAT CARICOM MEMBERS 
WOULD NOT CLOSE DOOR ON U.S. OFFER TO DESIGNATE GROUP OR INDI- 
VIDUAL MEMBERS AS BENEFICIARY DEVELOPING COUNTRIES (BDC). MEETING, 
WHICH DEALT ALMOST ENTIRELY WITH TRADE PACT BETWEEN UK/EEC AND 
ACP COUNTRIES, INCLUDED CARICOM MDCS AND FEW REPREWENTATIVES OF 
LDC'S AND DEVOTED ABOUT TWENTY MINUTES AT ITS CONCLUSION TO 
BRIEF DISCUSSION OF TRADE ACT AND PROBLEMS AFFECTING CARICOM. 
ALTHOUGH WE HAVE HAD NO OFFICIAL WORD ON MEETING, WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT CARICOM MINISTERS DECLARED THEMSELVES SYMPATHETIC TO PROBLEMS 
CREATED BY CERTAIN SECTIONS OF ACT FOR CERTAIN COUNTRIES, ES- 
PECIALLY IN LATIN AMERICA, BUT THAT CARICOM MEMBERS SHOULD NOT 
MAKE ANY DECISION TO EXCLUDE SELVES FROM OFFER OF BDC DESIGNATION 
UNDER ACT. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND (BUT HAVE NO CONFIRMATION) THAT 
MINISTERS DECIDED THAT CARICOM SHOULD APPROACH USG AS UNIT AND 
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SECRETARIAT IN GEORGETOWN WILL HANDLE ARRANGEMENTS THROUGH US 
EMBASSY THERE. 

2. SENIOR BARBADOS PARTICIPANT REPORTS THAT BARBADOS AND CARICOM 
COUNTRIES WERE "KEENLY AWARE" OF LATIN AMERICAN PROBLEMS WITH 
TRADE ACT BUT THAT NEITHER BARBADOS NOR OTHER CARICOM COUNTRIES 
COULD AFFORD TO HARM THEIR OWN ECONOMIC INTERESTS. BY SAME 
TOKEN, HE ADDED, CARICOM MEMBERS FELT THAT IT WOULD BE UNWISE AND 
DISADVANTAGEOUS FOR THEM TO OPENLY OPPOSE LATIN AMERICAN NEIGHBORS 
IN THEIR EFFORTS TO PRESSURE US ON ACT. HENCE CARICOM MEMBERS 
WOULD BE UNLIKELY TO TAKE PUBLIC STAND AT ODDS WITH SOUTHERN 
NEIGHBORS, AT LEAST AT THIS TIME. 

3. PRESS COVERAGE OF MEETING LEFT A GREAT DEAL TO BE DESIRED. 

FRONT PAGE STORY 2/25 DECLARED "CARICOM COUNTRIES MAY OPPOSE US 
TRADE LAW" AND FOCUSSED ON CARICOM OPPOSITION TO "DISCRIMINATORY" 
FEATURES OF ACT. MEETING CHAIRMAN BRANFORD TAITT, GOB TRADE 
MINISTER, COMMENTED PRIVATELY THAT REPORTERS SHOWED LITTLE OR NO 
INTEREST IN SUBSTANTIVE TRADE PROBLEMS BUT CONCENTRATED QUESTIONS 
SOLELY ON SENSATIONAL SITUATION CREATED BY LA RESISTANCE TO GSP 
ELIGIBILITY RESTRICTIONS. 

BRITTON 
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